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Participants in conference on biological warfare present the attached document 
to the Officers and I!ational Delegates to the Asse:ibl;r of the International 
Asgociation of ,.iicrobiol;,,@c;,l Locietiis (Ii...f)j, witt. ?h;c r~coc.l::crid:tion that it 
be approved at a plenary session of the X International Congress for b.icro- 
biology. 

Ye ask that this document be submitted to the International Union of Biological 
Sciences (IUBS) and to the Continuing Committee of the E'ugwash movement with 
a request that supplementary actions be taken because mcany of the current bio- 
logical weapons have emerged since the adoption by acclamation at the Plenary 
Session of the IV International Congress of Licrobiolo,y (Copenhagen, July 26, 
1947) of the following resolution: 

"The Fourth International Congress of i..icrJbiology joins the Inter- 
national Society of Cell Biology in condemning in the strongest pos- 
sible terms all forms of biological warfare. The Congress considers 
such barbaric methods as absolutely unworthy of any civilized com- 
munity and trusts that all microbiologists throughout the world will 
do everything in their power to prevent their exploitation." 

Specifically the International Council of Scientific L'nions (ICSU) might consi- 
der having its Committee on Social Impact of Science assume a union function 
with regard to Associations for the Advancement of Science, Societies for the 
Social SesponsLkility in Science, etc. A desirable input of competence from 
the social sciences would t?us be assured and a logic?1 Faint of contact would 
be established also for any professional ethics chapters that might be formed 
in the future. Ve suggest further that the ICSU Committee should as soon as 
possible ask UNESCO to organize an International Conference on Ethics in 
Science and the Frotection of Scientific r;.anpower. 

Finally the conference on biological warfare feels that the President of IiAIS 
should present the attached document to the UA disarmament conference in 
Geneva, to the Secretary General of the United Nations and to Governments 
throughout the world. 



RESOLUTION 

The microbiologists taking part in the conference on biological warfare 
at the X International Congress for l.licrobiology in 18.cxico, 7-14 August: 1970, 
have studied and discussed in detail much material including: 

1. Report of the UN Secretary-General (1969). 

Chemical and Bacteriological (Biological) I,'capons and the Effects of Their 
Possible Use. 

2. Report of a l/HO Group of Consultants (1970). 

Health Aspects of Chemical and Biological L'eapons. 

3. Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) (19‘70). The 
Problem of Chemical and Bioloeical Yarfare. 
Provisional Edition. Parts I, III, IV. 

THEREFORE THEY ARE COGNIZANT of the great potential dangers of human, 
animal, and plant infections to the welfare of mankind; 

KNOY! what grave consequences could result from the use of harmful micro- 
organisms (bacteria, fungi and viruses) or their products as instruments of 
warfare; 

DECLARE that microbiological methods of warfare should not be employed, 
even in retaliation; 

BELIEVE also that no country should produce, sell or acquire microbial 
agents in quantity, except for peaceful purposes or to improve the health 
and well-being of iirankind; 

CONVINCED also that: (i) the search for truth in science is enhanced 
by nonsecret research, and that secret research tends to increase mistrust 
and international tension; (ii) the results of scientific investigation should 
be published and widely disseminated , and (iii) the free movement of scientists 
from one laboratory or one country to another is an important aspect of science; 

REALIZING that the pursuit of these aims is shared by the vast majority 
of k.iankind as indicated by: 

a. the fact that a majority of UN member states have already signed and 
ratified The Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in liar of As- 
phyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and Bacteriological iriethods of 
Warfare, (Geneva, on, June 17, 1925). 



b. The SCOFF of the United 1Jetions General Assembly Resolutions 2162 (XXI) 
of 5 Dcccmbcr 1966, and 2454 (,?XIII) of 20 D cccrlbcr 1968, which called 
for strict observance by all States of the Principles and objectives 
of the Ccneva Protocol; 

C* the trend among nations to go beyond the provision of the Geneva Protocol 
r, for instance by unilateral renunciation of use under any circumstance5 

of biological weapons and of any further research and devcloPment of such 
weapons; 

d. the fact that several nations have by treaty renounced the use of weapons 
of mass destruction; 

e. the resolutions passed by many professional societies and congresses 
(appended). 

AFFIRl;r ' , SUPPORT MD :,!ELCCi.iE further positive activities of the same kind, 
and particularly 

WE URGE THAT: 

a* all countries that have not signed or ratified the Geneva Protocol 
should do so, and 

b. all installations (laboratories, academies, institutes, etc.) where 
established microbiological programs have been carried out expressly 
for offensive or defensive biological warfare purposes be converted to 
peaceful uses, if possible with international participation, and that no 
new installations should be commissioned. 

C* all stockpiles of biological weapons should be destroyed as soon as possible. 

WE BELIEVE THAT existing installations for military microbiology could usefully 
be converted to any of the following uses: 

Applied environmental microbiology 
Biogeochemical transformations 
Conservztion of soils 
Crop productivity and biological nitrogen fixation 
Production of proteins and other food substances 
Production of enzymes and hormones 
Purification and recycling of sewage for drinking water 
Rapid diagnosis of infectious diseases 
Improved means of mass-vaccination 



Problems of viral carcinogenesis 
Problems of molecular biology 
Microbiological pest control 
etc. 

Although microbiology is our field of competence, we feel that similar 
principles could usefully be applied as well to chemical, atomic, and other 
means of mass destruction. 

We recommend the use of arbitration in the solution of problems connected 
with matters related to this resolution. 


